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GATEWAY

January 2007

Incorporation Number AO016893M

Club Meetings are held on the third Friday of each month at the Cranbourne Girl
Guide Hall in Grant Street. Prac nights are held on the first Friday night in the Club-
rooms. Both nights commence at 8:00 PM. Visitors will be made most welcome.

President Albert Hubbard VK3BQO (5659 6562)
Secretary Phil Pavey VK3YB (5995 7484)
Treasurer Mike Ide VK3KTO

Committee Members : Reg VK3UK, Helmut VK3DHI, Ivan VK3ARV
Magazine Editor: Andrew VK3HFA,

Club Station VK3BJA located in the clubrooms.
6M Repeater VK3RDD : Freq. In 52.575, out 53.575 MHz
70cm Repeater VK3RLP Freq. In 434.475, out 439.475MHz
CTCSS 123Hz IRLP Node Number- 6794 (Using VK3RLP)
Call in Frequencies are: HF on 28.325 MHz, USB VHF on 146.225 MHz, FM and
UHF on 438.850 MHz,
Visit our internet site at:  www.ggrec.org.au

Current GGREC inc. Membership Fee Schedule
Full Member $37.00, Pensioner Member $22.00
Junior Member $22.00, Extra Family Member $17.00
Fees due after each April Annual General Meeting.

The deadline for articles is TWELVE DAYS _ before each General meeting.
Please direct magazine correspondence to:
Andrew Clinkaberry, 1 Carney St. Nar  Nar Goon Vic 3812
Phone: 5942 5396 or email clinks@dcsi.net.au

All other Club correspondence to P.O. Box 1098, Cranbourne 3977

It costs lots of cents to produce and send each copy of Gateway.

Disclaimer- The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the official view of the
GGREC inc and the GGREC inc cannot be held responsible for incorrect information published
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The SM155 battery link ver-
sion is shown here

The SM155b module will automatically
activate your communications equipment
& 12V accessories when you start your
engine. It will power down your equipment
9 or 90 minutes after your engine is turned
off.

The larger SM155 version has a 200Amp
contactor to manage the charging of a
second battery for your vehicle. This per-
mits you to jump-start your vehicle at a
push of a button.

Both versions are microprocessor controlled and feature LED function indi-
cators, manual override controls and chirp morse code status tones when
linking and un-linking to batteries. Full details available at the web site.

12 month warranty

Contact Alian Electronics on (03) 5625 2545
or visit: alianelectronics.com.au

SM155: $162.00, SM155b: $107.00, Postage: $6.00
(10% discount for GGREC members)
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VK3 fire emergency communications
The Red Cross communications arm RECOM providedneenications last month af
the bushfire relief centre that was set up at thierBdale racecourse in Gippsland.

Red Cross communications volunteers John Patt&KE@MTQ, Robbie Ashlin
VK3EK and Mark Dods VK3ZR were responsible for segdhe details of evacueeq
registering at the relief centre to the State Ing@ientre in Melbourne.

This enabled the relatives and friends of the es@swa single contact point for infor-
mation on their whereabouts.

RECOM, established in around 1999, provides comuoatiuins support for the Victo-
rian Red Cross emergency service. - Amateur Raditoka. (from their website)
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PROPOSED GGREC MICROPROCESSOR
TRAINING

Have you dabbled with electronics (transistors, diodes, relays etc.) but been
too frightened to take the plunge beyond the silicon ceiling? Would you like to
construct your project with a microprocessor where most of the problems can
be solved with software?

Early in 2007 the GGREC will commence serious training sessions to help
people to design and modify their own projects using the versatile AVR micro-
processor family.

On JANUARY the 19" (a general meeting night) lan Jackson VK3BUF will
introduce one-chip microprocessors to the members in a talk & demonstra-
tion. This will show how these now cheap and readily available devices can
be used in all sorts of applications. The talk will also feature a simple over-
view of the AVR microprocessor and some details of the proposed training
sessions.

Following the meet-
ing night an expres-
sion of interest will
be sought for poten-
tial candidates from
the Club to partici-
pate in this 8 ses-
sion training pro-
gram. This  will
probably be on
Wednesday  eve-
nings at fortnightly
intervals from a date
to be determined.

The course will
take serious project
builders through the

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

basic steps of microprocessor circuits, programming language and structure.
A course fee of around $100 would apply. (amount to be confirmed) This
would include course notes, a commercially built AVR USB programmer, and
a GGREC Micro Development Kit that the candidates will assemble and use
on their software. (you will need a computer at home with a USB port to do
this) Each session will include some homework to help fortify the new knowl-
edge.

The development board will show how to use software to scan a keypad,
measure voltages, drive relays, generate audio tones, control the speed of
small motors and transfer digital information between the board and a stan-
dard PC serial port.

A GGREC Certificate of Completion will be issued to all candidates who fin-
ish the course, and there may be follow on training and projects after the
eight sessions are completed.

Apart from being a financial Club member, there are no formal prerequisites.
However, having a fundamental understanding of electronics to the level of
‘Standard’ amateur license (Old novice theory level) would be an advantage,
and candidates will need to be a financial members of the Club.

This is a rare opportunity to exercise the ‘E’ in ‘'GGREC’ and should only be
considered if the candidate has a genuine interest in wanting to learn the
technology and create their own circuits. It should not be used as an alterna-
tive to lousy TV programs on Wednesday nights.

There is very little technology in Amateur Radio training that is not 30 years
old and it is hoped that this course will help members to address this limita-
tion and advance their skills into the present century.

%%( ) ( ( 8899

Andrew Clinkaberry (VK3HFA)
Jenny Goddard

Brett Neve (VK3ZBN)

Betty Shilton

Graeme Brown (VK3BXG)

All these members are a year older in January. listed? We
don’t know then, please tell us!!! Let the Treasumow......
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(Continued on page 9)

Why not listen to the WIA news each week on the VK3RM repeater. It is on Sunday

nights at 8pm and Wednesday 11lam
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(Continued on page 11)
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