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Grppal.nd Gate Radio and E k t r d a  Club lne. 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES I 

D . t c : I W r n l  !&8rt:2tmlws 
CL.barrn : Bntno V K 3 W  Mieu$c T a k  : Ruswll VK3MWR 
Pms& : As per ltrcndance sheet VisitodGacdr : Mr. Jam Sr VK3DQS 

: hlbert VK3BQ0, Ian VK3WF. P a  VK3ZPW 
CIlrsspolrkm rmcived : FAMPARC News, AR, W s l e m  & N h ~ a  Sub ARC No<>, 
MWLC NewP, Wter from the Chicles thanking re : iota 
C e m q o u h m  Out : Nil 
T m m  R-rt : Rrrd by : Mike VK3KTO h b v d  by : hltkr VU3KID Sccogded b) : 
I v a  VlUARV Carried 
Iwome : $150.00 Erpcl#kjturr : $1677.27 &l.ace : 32729.54 
New cdl sigllr : Nil 
Prtvbrr Wwta : Moved : Bruno VK3UF'F S e e d e d  : Reg VK31JK Carritd 
WPCU Arklag : 

t . Tmb Md LtegUlce advanced notice 
2. Tam Vdky urelrcnd away 
3. Walimg Bee at Bme VKZWR 
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Disptaytobeorgnnisal~ L~C&T 
'Ihurs May I f  Air Svs Camm - 'Tulh Vis~l 
Thanks to HPrdings f m  Bnmo re W a k e d  away k\(t~@ 

April is the Ann4 General m g  
Mi0 &tmmmy T i  day detaik given 
RPe night next month rs on Fax ilunt antenna L~ts  For Ihow. who i)ct:J U)W 

Fox l h t  is 31- March, sitme -PI h o t i o n  as k t  ttnt: 
RT 15's on display tuntghl that work! 
Sunday 3" June is m w  musewn with dln&r at Snuwgys 
Next pub night a1 'fmPJin Spvts Club on 2P April (I:nJy) 
Friday 18& May a talk by Eric BUSK VK3AX un Ibl) mtres propgarton 

FOR SALE 
COMPUTER SYSTEM: AM0 5x86 400Mb HDD 32 hAb RAM, 
Windows 95. System W s  best with s'ware that is nd C;PU 

htensive. Less monitor 8 keyboard. Cwld indude AST Visian 4L 
with int. video fault 

- VG C H i  - $100 
IDE ATAPI CD ~ ~ d v l  DRIVE 3 ~ .  ~xcelknt ~ i .  Set as a 

slave drive. $20 ono 
Jahn L Wickbarn V K m  (03) !SSWB40 or 0404 283 935 



FOR SALE 
YAESU F'I'470 2/70 HAND I1E1,I) 

WIT II. S0171 CASE 
FNB- 14 1000rnAh Rattcr y ('aw 

MII12A2B Speakels Mic Rr O p e t a t o ~ s  Ilandbook 
2 1 memories and 2VFO's pel balltl 

Ac1jnstable simtiltaneous reception on both bnrrds 
W ~ d e  Vat iety of Scanning F t ~ n c t t o ~ ~ s  

$325 
Peter VK3V13 03 59983533 10 30am 8 301,111 

FOR SALE 
I(' -- Q7A 1)lIAL RAND 2/70 h l lN l  IIANI) IlE1,I) 

Receike 30 - 1300 Mllz Transmit 350mW 
ni t11  Catly Case, I iR 46  Speaker / Mic 

RC'A to BNC Adaptor 
With Mallunl 

$350 
P c t ~ r  VK3VI3 03  59983533 10:30a11i -- 8:30pm 

. -- 

Gory Details.. . 
MARCI-I General Meeting 

Our guest speaker for the March 16 General Meeting will be 
Bruce Gidgell VK3BMK, who will be talking to us about 
WICEN. Come along to find out all about this colnrnunity 
based aspect of Amateur Radio. 

RADIO ASTRONOMY FIELD DAY 

A radio Astronomy field day is being held on Saturday the 24"' 
of March at loam. Cnr of Tin Alley and Swanston St, 
Mel1~01-ut-tie. 

DECEASED ESTATE / GARAGE SALE 

On the 17"' of March between 8am and 5:30pm a garage sale 
is being held at 34 'T'oolangi Rd, Alphingto~i. Phone 981 75354 
for further details. 

EMDRC WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

The EMDRC White Elephant Sale is on Sunday the 18"' of 
March at tlie Great Ryrie Pri~nary Scliool. Doors open at 10ani 
and entry cost is $5 per head. Talk in on tlie VK3REC 
Repeater (147.175 -1-600) 

160 What'???'?? 

Eric VK3AX will be our guest speaker on tlie 18"' of May. 
Eric has a wealth of experience operating on the 160 Metre 
band experimenting with many antenna combi~iations. This 
should be a fascinating talk. 



Event Queue Did you know?'?'?'? 

I DAY DATE TIME DETAILS I 
Fri 1 6 ' ~  ~ a r  8pm General Meeting - WlCEN 

talk I --sattT.-- -+fi-g---- - -  - - -  

John Moyle Field ~ a y c o n f e s f  
I Su17 18~" Mar I 
I ~ u n - -  18"' Mar loam EMDRC White Eleahanf 
I SAT 24'" Mar loam Radio Astronomv Dav 1 
I Sat 31 Mar loam DF'ing and BBQ 

Fri 13"' April Good Frida 
Fri 2oth ~ ~ r i l  8pm AGM '-1 Pub Night - Tooradin 

( -- Fri 3ra May 8pm Prac Night 1 
Thur 17'" Ma -- d-- Tba Flight Simulator evening 
Fri y . . .. 8pm General Meeting - VK3AX 

Sun 3' Jun I pm Museum visit and dinner 
Morl I ?  June Queens Birihdav Holidav 
Sat 1'' Jul I 2.- 
Sat 21 Jul GGREC 

JOTA 

Items il l  1 3 0 1 , I )  are club evellts. Items ill Itc~lic..\. are entcred for interest 
1.nlue. 

Annual General Meeting 

P l e a ~ e  Ijring along a plate of finger food lo share after the AGM 
on Friday 20"' of April. 

IIIRECTION FINDING DAY - 31" IP4a1ch 
1 his \I ns a great social day last year and s11ould11't be missed. If you 
l i a \  c a n y  concerns regarding the equipcnle~lt needed please ask for 
Iiclp I he antennas call Ije x7el-y simple. Last year mine took 5 minutes 
to br~ild ill1 some scrap wood, 300 ohm ribbon and a staple gun. 
13Fi0 \I i l l  be held afterwards. 

According to the RSGB, radio amateurs in India have had their pern~ission to 
use 50.35 - 50.55MH7, extended until the end of July 2001. 

Ratio of a11 igloo's circumference to its diameter: 
---- Eskimo Pi 

1000 aches: 
---- 1 kilohurtz 

Basic unit of laryngitis: 
---- 1 hoarsepower 

1 million microphones: 
---- 1 megaphone 

Want to a program to emulate a CW keyer??'? Check out the following two sites. 

Mako JA3FiHT has released his Alpl~a  test velsions of his 
new 
SS'I'V softwale called MM-SS'T'V. I have it on my download page if you are 
interested in having a play :-). 

APC News, one of Austraia's leading amateur radio news services, 
can now be heard on-line in MP3 format. 

Point your browser to http://www.al~halink.con~.au/-parkeru/avcews.llt~n 
to hear last week's trailsmission, recorded by Tony VK3JED. 

Amateur Radio Australia (inc) has a new web site at 
http://www.amateurraclio.orgla~ . --- -. 

The WIA Victorian Division Web page is hftp://www.wiavic.org.au/ 



DSP- 10 Project 
The DSP-10 is an amateur-radio 2-meter transceiver that can be 
built at home. It operates on SSB, FM and CW modes. Features 
are tailored to operation with weak signals on VHF, UHF and 
Microwave frequencies. 
A three-part article by Bob Larkin, W7PUA, published in OST 
magazine for September, October and November of 1999 
describes the project (reprints are availabld Also, the article is 
now available in PDF format. See below for details. Thc 
transceiver hardware consists of a single PC board for the RF 
parts and an Analog Devices EZ-I<IrT Lite demo board for the I- 
F and audio processing. This is all controlled by any PC through 
a serial port. All programs are available as 'Free Software.' 

Check out the website for the above project at: 
l~ttp://www.proaxis.con1/-bob1ark/c1~ 1 O.htnj 'This looks like 
a very interesting project. Circuit boards are available and I have 
a reprint of the construction article, which can be downloaded 
from the net. I have not looked into component costing or 
availability - but I am intriqued. Could this be a possible club 
project??? Phil VK3YB 

(The DSPlO is shown on the front cover) 

1296 MHz EME QSO ACHIEVED ON 5 WATTS EACH END 

On 25 February 2001, Ernie W7LE-lL and Larry W7SZ 
completed a successful EME contact using power levels of 5 W 
and backyard TVRO dishes of 3m and 4n1 (1 0 and 12 feet) 
diameter. 

They employed a low-rate modulation technology dubbed 
PUA43, using a 28 character setting and DSP reception. Q5 
copy was taking roughly 15 to 30 minutes per message, the 
operators reported. They exchanged call signs, grid squares, and 
confirmations both ways. 



1'1 I' I.INIIX AIR. (Russ From Maria Harding 

11NIY Alrnays 
F \  el one bl lngr one plece of tlle plane along when they come to tlie 
alrpolt 
I l ~ e \  all go  out on the tilnnay and put the plane togethcl plece by piece, 

31 g r ~ i ~ i s  11o1i-stop about \\!,at kind of plane they are supposed to be 
Ixril(li~~g 

Air I)OS 
Everybody prlslies the plane until it glides, then they jun~p on and let 
tlic plane coast until it hits the g~ouud again. 7'1ien they push again, 
jrtnip o n  again, and so on ... 

Mac Air lilies 
All t l~c stc\vards, captains, baggage handlers, and ticket agcnts look 
and act exactly tlie same. Every titne you ask questions ahout details, 
you alr gently hut firmly told tl~at you don't need to know, tlon't want 
to knolv.  and cverytl~ing will be done for you without your evrr having 
to knolv, so just sllut up. 

Windon.s Air. 
~Tlie tel.minal is pretty and colourfril, \vith friendly stewards, easy 
hngg:tge clicck and boarding, and a sniootll take-off. After about 10 
minutes 
in the air, the plane explodes wit11 no warning \vliatsoever. 

\Yindo\vs NT Air. 
Just like Windows Air, but costs Inore, uses riiuch bigger planes, and 
takes 
out all the other aircraft within a 4-mile radius when i t  explodes. 

1-inuw Air. 
I>isgruntled en~ployees of all the other OS ail-lines decide to start 
their own airline. They build the planes. ticket counters, and pave 
the runn.ays themselves. They charge a sniall fee to cover tlie cost of 
printing tile ticket, but you call also download and print the ticket 
yourself. Wlien you boat-d the plane, you al-e given a seat, four bolts, 
a n.rencli and a copy of the seat-HOWTO.htnil. Once settled, the fully 
aclj~tstable seat is very comfortable, the plane leaves and arrives on 
time n.ithout a single problem, the in-flight meal is wonderfill. You try 
to tell customers of the other airlines about the great trip, but all 
they can say is, "You had to do what with tlie seat'?" 

Never let it be said that ground crews and engineers lack a sense 
of humour. 
Here are some actual maintenance col~iplaints/probleli~s, generally 
known as squawks, recently submitted by QANTAS Pilots to 
n~aintenance engineers. After attending to the squawks, maintenance 
crews are required to log the details of the action taken to solve the 
pilots' squawks. 
(I' = The problem logged by the pilot.) 
(S = The solution and action taken by the engineers.) 
P - Left inside main tyre almost needs leplacement. 
S - Almost replaced left inside main tyre. 
P - 'Test flight OK, except autoland very rough. 
S - Autoland not installed on this aircraft. 
X' - No. 2 propeller seeping prop fluid. 
S - Seepage normal, Nos. 1, 3 and 4 propellers lack normal 

seepage. 
P - Something loose in cockpit. 
S - Solnething tightened in cockpit. 
P - Dead bugs on windshield. 
S - Live bugs on backorder. 
P - Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200-fl7m descent. 
S - Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
P - Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 
S - Evidence removed. 
P - DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S - Volu~ne set to more believable level. 
P - Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
S - That's what they are there for! 
P - IFF inoperative. 
S - IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
P - Suspected crack in windscreen. 
S - Suspect you're right. 
P - Number 3 engine missing. 
S - Engine found on right wing after brief search. 
P - Aircraft handles funny. 
S - Aircraft warned to "Straighten up, Fly Right, and I3e Selious." 
P - Target radar hums. 
S - Reprogrammed target tadar with words. 

P - Mouse in cockpit. 
S - Cat installed. 
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MWLC NewP, Wter from the (iuicles thanking re : iota 
Ce- Out : Nil 
T m m  R w r t  : Rrrd by : Mike VK3KTO h b v d  by : hltkr VU3KID Sccogded b) : 
I v a ~  VlUARV C m k d  
Iweme : $150.00 Erpcl#kjturr : $1677.27 &l.ace : 32729.54 
New cdl sigllr : Nil 
Prtvbrr Wwta : Moved : Bruno VK3UF'F S e e d e d  : Reg VK31JK Carritd 
WPCU Arklag : 

t . Tmsb Md LtegUlce advanced notice 
2. Tam Vdky urelrcnd away 
3. Walimg Bee at Bme VKZWR 
4. E.M.S. 
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Disptaytobeorgnnisal~ L~C&T 
'Ihurs May I f  Air Svs Camm - 'Tulh V k ~ l  
Thanks to HPrdings f m  Bnmo re W a k e d  away k\(t~@ 

April is the Ann4 General m g  
Mi0 &tmmmy T i  day detaik given 
RPe night next month rs on Fax ilunt antenna L~ts  For Ihow. who i)ct:J U)W 

Fox l h t  is 31- March, -PI h o t i o n  as k t  ttnt: 
RT 15's on display tuntghl that work! 
Stday 3" June is m w  musewn with dln&r at Snuwgys 
Next pub night a1 'fmPJin Spvts Club on 2P April (I:nJy) 
Friday 18& May a talk by Eric BUSK VK3AX un Ibl) mtres propgarton 

FOR SALE 
COMPUTER SYSTEM: AM0 5x86 400Mb HDD 32 hAb RAM, 
Windows 95. System W s  best with s'ware that is nd C;PU 

htensive. Less monitor 8 keyboard. Cwld indude AST Visian 4L 
with int. video fault 

- VG CHition - $100 
IDE ATAPI CD ROM DRIVE 3 ~ .  ~xcelknt ~ i .  Set as a 

slave drive. $20 ono 
Jahn L Wickbarn V K m  (03) !SSWB40 or 0404 283 935 
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