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Gippslaed Gate Radio and Electronics Club I n c  
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Date:2117/00 Stut:2000hrs 
Chairman : Bruno VK3BFT Minute Taker : Andrew VIOHFA 
Prewnt : As per a t t b  sbeet V i t o d G ~  : Rex Wilson, Cliff, Stan, Jim 
Francis 
Apologies : Albert VIUBQO, Ron & Jenny 
C o r ~ ~ r i n e e  mr~d : E m R C  N e w h e r ,  Nodxi% Mxwbs Newsletter, 
FAMPARC News, Amateur Radio, Keny Clayton re : &end in November 
Corrqmrdtaee Out : Fax to City of Casey re: Community D i  

e 'l'rmmrtrs Rcport : Rctd by :Mike W K T O  Moved by : M e  VK3KTO 
Secolrded by : Helmut VIODHI Carrfed 
hamt : $782.00 Expcditare : $1446.25 Balrrnce : $5971.73 
N e w d ~ : V K 3 M N J  
awiotls Mimutts : Moved : Reg VK3UK Stcoded : Helmut W D H I  Carried 
Blwistst A r h g  : 
1. T b a n k s t o P e t a a a d P a t p a v e y f o r ~ w o r k o n e x a m s , ~ ~ ~ e n u e e t ~ .  
2. Power slqpples - spare parts available - cumnt sensing wire may need to be 

longer- 
3. NeJdexamon5/8/fK). 
4. Working Bee at the 6 Metre repeater went well, antenna maintenance and 

electronics dl serviced and reports have been good. 
5. Milleniwn Dims : it was felt that the concept was good with some fine tuning 

&. 
4 Trash and Treasure : Helpers to put their names on a list to be circulated and other 

members to pay entry fee. Helpers need to be there by Sam. 

1. Melbourne Packet Radio club trash and treasure now on August 9 
@ 2. Anmou W H F A  wggestd th.1 an Eanb Leakage Detecticm Device be 

pllrchased by the club in some shape or form. Ian W B U F  suggested that w.e 
could modify ow current fused board. 

3. Andrew \WHFA to provide a CPR lecture on a fimrre meeting night. 
,4. 8-10 families indicated that they would be int-ed in taking up Keny VK3KFC 
' offer for a weekend trip to his block in NovemW T- i 

b 

Guest Speaker : Jim Francis spoke on rniltary remote controlled targetting systems. 
Next meeting : 1 8" August 2000 Meeting Closed : 2 1 10 hours. 



CAMP OUT IN NOVEMBEli President's Messaqe 
Kersy Clayton recently sent us a letter inviting all the meinbers of the G G E C  to a weekend 
calnp out on his 5 acre property at Daisy hill near Ma~yborough, on the 17"', 1 sth and 19'" of 
Novcmbes. 
I t  looks like it could be a fantastic weekend away for those of us with tents and caravans. 
The RACV sponsored Energy Breakthrough weekend occurs mid November each year and 
involves a Friday night carnival, various displays from schools on alternative energy ideas, 
and the highlight, a 24 hour race between dozens of hulnan powered vehicles and hybrid 
motorised vehicles. All these vehicles nlust be made, maintained and, with a team of 
participants, raced through the night for 24 hours. A spectacle of action, excitement and the 
occasio~lal drama. 
Other activities in the region include the Avoca wine~y district, the historical Maldon 
toivnship and many gold mining exhibits including the site of the "welcome stranger" 
nugget. (All witkin half an hours drive) 

If enougli people show interest in attending this weekend camp out , then a portable toilet 
and shower can be arranged and the cost shared anlong participating Club Members. 

I I C E N W O O D  & YAESU PRODUCTS 1 

UARRET?. R.F.1J.S. O U T B A C K  R A I X O S  

KENWOOD AU'I'HORISEI> IXiALER 

i : O \ I I I E R C I A I , I ~ W O - W A Y  RAI)IO SYSTEMS % 
;5: 

1 1 1  & IT1 1 1  (:I3 P( h4ARINf< RAI)IC)S t- 

S(' ; \NNf{I<S I'l.[lS , \ I  1 A(:C:F.SSOl<Il<S 

SAI.I'.S - INS  I'AL.I,A'I'ION - IIEI'AIRS 

AHmJ]#> AUTHCIRISED DEALER 

mw T.V. A N T  Pc AC:CESSORY SAI.ES 

h l O l ~ l 1 . E  Pl1ONI-  AC(:F,SSOHIES 

I 19 ARLEON CRES., 
CKANBOURNE VIC 3977 

Welcome to the August edition of GATEWAY. 

Having been interstate for the best part of the July, I would like to thank all 
the committee members for carrying on in my absence. 

My work required me to travel to Julia Creek near Mt Isa, Queensland. This 
was my first trip to this part of Australia and you soon realise the importance 
of radio to isolated areas. Because of the shifting black soil geology of this 
part of Queensland, burying communications cables is not a financially viable 
option. Here, everyone relies on radio communications. Mobile phones 
(town coverage only), CB radio, Satellite telephones and Digital Radio 
systems provide communications facilities for residential and business 
customers. Radio communications is not a hobby in these remote areas, it 
is an integral part of life and survival. See me at the GM if you would like to 
see some photos. 

JOTA is the next major activity for GGREC Club Members. As with our very 
successful Trash and Treasure day, this will be another opportunity to display 
our hobby to the public. More news at the GM. 

Further discussion about expanding our Amateur Radio facilities at the Guide 
Hall took place at the Committee meeting. We will need to examine new 
options and develop a new proposal to present to the Recreation Reserve 
Committee. 

Have a look at this month's Event Queue for the latest information on social 
events planned for the Club. With Daylight Saving starting a month earlier 
this year, there will be more hours in a day for you to enjoy yourself! 

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for their efforts in making this years 
Amateur Radio Trash and Treasure Sale a great success. 

73's from Bruno Tonizzo 
VK3BFT 

I 
- - . . - - - - 

gccornm@netspace.net.au 
\vw~v.netspace,net.au/-gccorn111 GRAHAM VK3KCS, 1 1 



JOKES 
Event Queue 

DAY DATE TIME DETAILS 
Fri 18lAug 8pm General Meeting and Film 
Sat 261Aug 2pm Aquarium Visit and Dinner 
Sun 27lAug 8pm 2 metre Net on 146.225 
Fri OIlSept 8pm Prac Night & An/  test for JOTA 
Fri 15ISept 8pm General meeting and Noise 

Bridge Demo. 
Fri 22lSept 7pm Pub Night at the Pakenham Inn 
Fri 0610ct 8pm Prac night 
Fri 2010ct 8pm General Meeting and prep for 

JOTA 
Sat 2 1 10ct A I I  D ~ ~ O T A ;  
Fri OYNov 8pm Prac Night and equipment 

calibration 
Fri 171Nov 8pm General Meeting and CPR 

Demo 
Sat 021Dec 12noon Xmas Party, venue to be 

announced. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT 
If you have been up to anything interesting o r  entertaining since our last meeting, then 

jot it down and let us read all about it. 

CLUB NET 
We are now running regularly scheduled Club Nets. on the Club 2 Metre frequency, 
146.225. The Nets are held on every 2nd and 4"' Sunday's of each month, starting at 8pm. 
Bruno VK3BFT is our net controller this month. The next net nights will be, Sunday the 
27Ih of August the loth of September and the 24"' of September. 

A big-city, California, lawyer went duck hunting in rural Texas. He shot and dropped 
a bird, but it fell into a fanner's field on the other side of a fence. 
As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and 
asked him what he was doing. The litigator responded, "I shot a duck and it fell into 
this field, and now I'm going to retrieve it." 
The old farnler replied, "Thus is my property, and you are not coming over here." 
The indignant lawyer said, "I am one of the best trial attorneys in the US and, if you 
don't let me get that duck, I'll sue you and take everything you ow11.l' 
The old farmer smiled and said, "Apparently, you don't know how we do things in 
Texas. We settle s111all disagreements like this with the Texas Three-Kick Rule." 
The lawyer asked, "What is the Texas Three-Kick Rule?" 
The Fallner replied, "Well, first I kick you three times and then you kick me three 
times, and so on, back and forth, until someone gives up." 
The attorney quickly thought about the proposed contest and decided that he could 
easily take the old codger. He agreed to abide by the local custom. 
The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and walked up to the city feller. 
His first kick planted the toe of his heavy work boot into the lawyer's groin and 
dropped him to his knees. His second kick nearly wiped the man's nose off his face. 
The barrister was flat on his belly when the farmer's third kick to a kidney nearly 
caused lGm to give up. 
The lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet and said, 
"Okay, you old coot! Now, it's 111y turn!" 
The old farmer smiled and said, "No, I give up. You can have the duck!" 

This joke was sent in by Maria ZIarding 

IBM decided to have some parts manufactured in Japan as a trial project. In the 
specifications, they set out that they will accept t h e e  defective parts per 10,000. 

When the delivery came in there was an accompanying letter. "We, Japanese people, 
had a hard time understanding North American business practices. But the three 
defective parts per 10,000 have been separately manufactured and have been included 
in the consignment. Hope this pleases you." 

l h i s  jolte was sent in by Russ White. 

GGREC INFO 
The GGREC has now got an entry in the City of Casey Community Directoly. You can find 
it at ~~~~v.casev.vic.~ov.au/con~~~~i~~~itv-directo~~. 



JOKES 
This fanner has about 200 hens but no rooster, and he wants chicks. So he goes down 
the road to his neighbour and asks if he has a rooster that he'd sell. 

The neighbour sells him a Beat rooster named Kenny that was guaranteed to service 
every chicken the farmer owned. The fanner takes Kenny home and sets him down in 
the barnyard, first giving the rooster a pep talk. 

"I want you to pace yourself now. You've got a lot of chickens to service here, and you 
cost me a lot of money." Consequently, I'll need you to do a good job. So, take your 
time and have some f i n "  the farmer said, with a chuckle. 

-- -- 

Kenny seemed to understand, so the farmer pointed toward the hen house and Kenny 
took off like a shot. WEAM! Kenny nails every hen in the hen l~ouse-three or four 
times and the farmer is shocked. After that the farmer hears a commotion in the duck 
pen. Sure enough, Kenny is in there. Later, the farmer sees Kenny after a flock of 
geese down by the lake. Once again - WHAM! He gets all the geese. 

By sunset he sees Kenny out in the fields chasing quail and pheasant. The farmer is 
distraught and wor-sied that his expensive prize rooster won't even last 24 hours. 

Sure enough, the fanner goes to bed and wakes up the next day to find Kenny on his 
back, stone cold in the middle of the yard. Buzzards are circling overhead. The farmer, 
saddened by the loss of such a colourfi~l and expensive bird, shakes his head and cries, 
"Oh, Kenny, 1 told you to pace yourself. I tried to get you to slow down. Now look 
what you've done to yourself." 

Kenny opens one eye, nods toward the buzzards circling in the sky and says, "Shhh - 
they're getting closer ..." 

This joke was sent in by Maria Harding 

Gory Details . . . 
OLYMPICS FILM 
This Friday night, at our August General Meeting, Mike VK3KTO we will be shorving us 
some colour footage of the 1956 Melbowne Olympic Games, in the Guide Hall after the 
Meeting. The film goes for about an hour, and includes footage of Dawn Fraser, Lorraine 
Crapp in the pool, John Landy ninning, Betty Cuthbert, medal presentations and sorne 
scenic shots of Melboume. Don't forget to invite all your fsiends and family for this 
fabulous film night. 

-- 
AQUAMUM VISIT 
o n  Saturday the 26Ih of August we will be visiting the Melboume Aquarium. We s h o ~ ~ l d  
meet at the Aquarium at 2pn1, on the comer of Queenswharf Road and K i n  Street 
Melboume. (Opposite the Casino) 
After the Aquarium we will be going to the German Club for dinner on Dandenong rd in 
Windsor. 

NOISE BRIDGE DEMO 
In an effort to understand how some of our Club equipment works, we are going to have a 
series of talks about how each piece of equipment is used. The first of these talks nil1 done 
by Ian VK3BUF all about the Noise Bridge, on Friday the 1 5Ih of Septenlber at thc (ieneral 
Meeting. 

PUB NIGHT 
On Friday the 22nd of September we will be having a Pub Night at the Pakenham Inn on the 
Princess Hwy in Pakenham. Bookings will be essential. More details at the next meeting. 

BENDIGO WEEKXND 
Next January, the Australia day holiday will be on a Friday, this will enable us to take 
advantage of a long weekend, and go to Bendigo. It will be "book your o\wn" 
accommodation, so don't leave i t  too late. If enough interest is shown at the next Club 
meeting we could do a group booking at the caravan park for powered and unpo\ve~.ed sites. 
Maria Harding has been investigating all sorts of interesting things to see and (lo, the 
weather in Janualy is usually pretty good so we should be able to get out and eujo), 
ourselves. 



WHO AM I????????? 

Thought we might start the ball rolling with a bit of background on club members. We 
meet and we don't ofien know too much about the people we are talking too. So this is 
a bit of a challenge working out who the person is, don't be surprised if you get asked 
to contribute next month!!!!!!! 

Who arn I? A lot of people have asked that question of me, not always in polite terms I 
hasten to add. I was born in Footscray on the 22"d of January 1957, this was when 
Footscray was just that and well before i t  was immortaliseti by Franco Cozzo and 
became Footiscray. I spent the first few years of my life in ignorant bliss (i.e. I cant 
remember a thing about it!) living in Seddon. We shifted to Airport West when I was 5 
(spending a couple of months at an Aunties place whilst our house was built .... Aunty 
Win couldlcan really talk so I guess we were glad to move in to our own home). I cant 
remember Kindergarten at all but years later I did run into a young man who I had 
apparently been to kindergarten with so I guess that it really is a small world. 

Airport West was a growing suburb at the time, pretty much on the main runway path 
uC Bssenriun Airpurt, Tuiiarr~arirle iracirl't overt Leo11 i'nuugi~i uC yet. Luis UC pacidociis 
for a young fella to explore, lots of grass fires to be scared of in summer too. Our 
house eventually backed on to the footy oval so I spent a lot of time there. I was more 
your umpire type rather than a player so that's what I tended to end up doing. My early 
years of schooling were at Parklands Primary and pretty much a straight A student in 
grades 4-6. All except writing wlnch still is one ot my greatest fa~lures, thank goodness 
they invented computers, people can now understand most of what I write!!!!! 
Secondary schooling was at Niddrie I-iigh and whilst I was pretty good at school I 
tended to be lazy and my later results weren't as good as earlier on. I did manage to get 
my matriculation, how I don't know really! My parents were separated and later 
divorced in my final year of High School. I was accepted to the Australian National 
University on an early scholarship to study econon~ics, I decided that wasn't for me 
and went to work in a bank for a while. Which bank you may well ask!!! 

Couldn't see myself as a banker for very long, handling other people's money was not 
my idea of fim. So when an offer came to do some house painting for a while I left!!! 
That didn't work out either so I tried to sell insurance, not much of a conman 1 am 
afraid so that lasted 6 months. In the meantime I had various abodes at Moonee Ponds, - 
cast Keiior and back with mum in Cambenveii for a bvhiie. From here i went ro work 
in the Casualty Department of the Alfi-ed Hospital which was certainly a change from 
anything I had experienced in my life till then!!!! Gangs pulling guns in the waiting 
room, bottles ot med~cine !lying past my head, psych patients being sat on so they 
could be restrained, nutters chasing nursing staff around the ward, transvestites 
showing their recently acquired "boob" jobs, my it was a lot of fun!!!! I-Iaving 
experienced that I decided 1 \vould join the Ambulance Service and was lucky to get in 
on the first try. So started 12 years of interesting and varied work. My early time was 

W H E N  one hears about a n  elec. 
tronic brain, the imaginatiol: 

conjures up visions of thousands of 
vacuum tubes and water-cooled , power supplies which accupy whole 
buildines Clearly such instruments 
cannot be .used in aircraft. or othei- 
mobile equiprrimt, on!y in ctatio.lal's 
applications. 

Or1 the  other hand, ct.?sent day 
supcrsor!lc flyrng presents problems 
which can only be solvrd in  sul-  
ficicnt time by electronic computers 

A new all-lrsnsist?r co!nputer dc- 
 eloped for the  US Air ,Force !IY the  
Ee lal-orktories occ1.lplee less tha ;~  
3 cubic feet of space and needs only 
about 100 watts of power for its 
operation. It  is thus ideally suited for  
installation in high-speed aircraft  
Besides, the innaft: ruggedness of the  
transistors makes these units almost 
impervious to  shock and vibration. 
two of the main enemies of elec- 
tronic equipment. 

Called "Tradic". the inslrum::nt 

elecfronic brain 
uses about 800 transistors ant1 11,000 
germanium diodes., 

Tradic 1s capable of performing 
60,000 :~diiitions or .;~.;l:tractions, or 
3000 multiplications or divisions per 
aecc.nd. It  can hand;: 3 5  in:an:j a s  
13 16-digit numbers 7 t  tho  same time. 

Instructions are  gi\,en to Tradic 
in the form of plug-in units, and the 
answers, mainly to trigonometric 
problems, are displayed on a CRO 
screen in the form of clqts and geo- 
metrical ~ a t t e r n s .  

The instruction unit? are  adjusted 
to the problems antict1:ated during 
the flight by means of crosr-con- 
necting leads. Each of the instruc- 
tion units is then plugged into 
"Tradic" as required. 

T H E  fastest land vehicle today is 
a rocket-propelled sled a t  the  

Edwards Air Force base in Califor- 
nia, USA. I t  can travel 1100 miles 
per hour. 

o Dialling d telephone 

number may soon 
I- >Id tash~oned in 
I US. .  . . instead 
you'll rimply press 

buttons1 4 p a r t  f rom 
being laster than 
dialling the new sys- 
tem will result in 
fewer wrong numb- 
ers, the telephone 
companies say. The 
new-style telephone 
-pictured here-is 
beinq tr ied out in 
d number o f  towns 
and cities across 

the country. 

.ht.G. offic'ials hope mirrors will stop 
people doodling on the walls of 

1 telephone boxes. 
I They have lined the interior of several 
I telephone boxes with mirrors in ths hope 
1 i t  will frustrate the scribblers. 

The "new look" phone boxes are being 
I rried in Brisbane and the Qk~sensland 
1 Gold Coast. 

' - . ., 1 Po,, Ofice officials will consider the 
I resulrs of the trial within the next few ; weeks. 

So far, postal officials have used many 
! tricks to stop the doodlers. 
1 Now they think the doodlsrs-especi-  
1 aly the women-will be so busy looking 

at themselves they won't have time to 
I . - - ? L L l -  

io. T*levtrran & Habboer, May.  1959 I 
I 
i 



A NEW THIUCAT TO THE 70 CM BAND 

Despite earlier assurances by the Australian Conununications Authority (ACA) that the 
allocation of parts of the 70cm band for the Olynpic Radio Network was a temporary 
measure, the band is under serious threat. 
I he ACA has now told the WIA that it intends to allocate the 420-430MHz band to the 
Western Australian Police Service in the greater Perth area, which is expected to begin 
using that spectrum late this year. 
WLA Federal President, Peter Naish VK2BPN said, "Clearly the WLA sees any 
restriction to the access which the Amateur Service currently enjoys in the 70 cln band 
as a i ery serious matter. 
"There is concern that the WA Police Network may be only the first of a number of 
similar systems in other parts of Australia." 
Mr Naish said the 420-430MHz part of the band already contains a nwnber of Amateur 
Radio services in the Perth area including a television repeater and a nu~nber of fixed 
links. 
At present the 70 cm band is allocated on a Prinlary basis to the Departnlent of 
Defence with the Amateur Radio Service as a Secondary user. 
7 he WIA Federal President said, "It is likely that the Police network will be afforded 
Primary status and that there would a consequential impact on our use of this portion of 
the band." 
Mr Naish said that the ACA has invited the WIA to meet with then1 at an early date to 
consider the impact of this new network on the Amateur Service, so the WIA can put 
forward any adjustments that may be required to the Amateur Radio use of these 
fi equencies. 
lie said, "7he WIA will press the ACA for an outcome which plovides an acceptable 
arrangelnent and whuch ensures our continued and long tell11 usage of the 70 cnl band 
nationally. 
"The WIAIACA Liaison Colnnlittee is preparing the WIA's position in readiness for 
the meetings with ACA in Canberra." 

Supplyed from WIA Victoria Division. 

-. 

NEW CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST 

NEXT MONTH WE WILL BE PRINTING A NEW CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST. 
IF YOU HAVE GOT A NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS, OR ANY OTHER DETAILS 
?HAT NEED CHANGING, THEN PLEASE SEND THE CORRECT 
INFORMATION TO LAN VK3BUF at iiackson@,netspace.net.au OR WRITE THE 
IIETAILS DOWN ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND BRlNG IT ALONG TO TI-IE 
AUGUST CLUB MEETING. 

spent at the busiest branches in Melbourne (City and Caulfield) so a lot of experience 
was gained in patient care in a short space of time. After a while though I had a 
hankering to work in the Control Room and that's where I ended up spending nearly 8 
years. After 12 years with the Metropolitan Ambulance Service and lnany happy 
memories they privatised (or were about too) the conuns department and being a Inan 
of principle (I didn't agree with them then or now!!!) I decided to try my hand at my 
own business for a while. 

Four years in the General Store at Nar Nar Goon were good; the next 2.5 years were 
terrible. I have come to the co~~clusion that I am not tough enough to be a good 
businessman but life is full of challenges. I have now gone back to work for the private 
ambulance colnpany (Patient Transit Care) doing non emergency transport. Did my 
first shift the other day and it felt like I had never left ambulance work. 

i have always been interested in electronics, always been a bit of a fiddler, now 1 am 
starting to learn a lot having joined GGREC, I have interests in computers, 
photography and being with nly wife (married for nearly 15 years) and little girl (she is 
6 going on 16). 

Well that's a short history of my life, a lot else has happened, some good some bad but 
now you kr~ow a bit more about me tl~an when you started! 

Who an1 I????? Andrew VK3HFA and tny wife is Angela and little girl Rebekah. 

A SIGN OF THE TIMES 

In a cemetery 
PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING FLOWERS FROM ANY BUT 
THEIR OWN GRAVES. 

1 Nairobi restaurant 
CUSTOMERS WHO FIND OUR WAITRESSES RUDE OUGHT TO SEE THE 
MANAGER. 

On the grounds of a private school 
NO TRESPASSING WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

Tokyo hotel's rules and regulations 
GUESTS ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SMOKE OR DO OTHER DISGUSTING 
BEHAVIOLJRS IN BED. 



1 Turn your SLR camera into high technology I 

--- -.- -~ . - . . . 

(e)lllrn: the eleclranic lilm carfridge. 

I 

-- 
d~glr;ll l t l tue C:III~IIIC \!\tetit 

It i\ the tnily wucn i cm~ i t l y  ;t\atl- 
able tli;tt provide\ the roti\etitcnce 
;tnd I lc r th i l t ty~~I  ~hrx,\ttia Irt\vecn 
cottvent~~~tid aidelcctmntc l i l t i i  I t r -  
tl1;lts wllll the \ame c;arKra hxlv  

'The pnxluct 15 ;titried Rnb;lrd tile 
large, itist;~llcd b&\e 01 35tiitn c;uii- 
cro i)wnen who would like to etijoy 
the I~nc t i t \  of digital ttii:lp!n \~ l i t le  
1101 glvirix up the c:llitcr;i\. lc~i\e\. 
.tlirl pholo ;iLce\w,nc\ \b t t l i  !r,li~ch 
tliey are t :ui~zl~x 

I lue I,rrrele:i\e I;~tct tht\ \e:u. the 
I F - I  ~ \ k t g m ~ l l ~ ~ ( : u x x i  EOS I N  
.~nd tiOS 1\35 or NiL,>li F?. F7 :uvl 
V'HNFW high c ~ i d  SLI< L.atitcr:L\. 

While tlte t~itltal p r ( ~ I u ~ t  teIe:~\e. 
Iil'S- I .  I\ ;urricd :it ;I cenattt \eerrlrnt 
,If tI1e ~ p l l ~ l t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p l l \  t7l:"k!l. StltL,,,~ 
l.11111 1 1 1 ~ ~ r i \  ;1111er 1:I.S ~>rtxlucI\ cnct 
tth. tw'tl I X IIK'II~~\.UI!~T~ .kt i~ htlxkkr 
111xlct 

SILICON l Z i l ~ t i  ~ I ' c c l t t i ~ ~ I ~ ~ g t c ~  II:I\ 
~lcvelo(ud ;I 'litlt-ol-it<-kilid' tccli- 
tiology that c~isbles ;I convetttt<~rl;il 
75mm sitigle lelt.; rellex (SLII) c;aii- 
cr.lt11 c;tplut-e. saxe. ;11xl tr.ui\li.r dtp- 
ital itivages willlout any tiimlilic;t- 
ti011 to the catncn. 
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1 Turn your SLR camera into high technology I 
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A NEW THIUCAT TO THE 70 CM BAND 

Despite earlier assurances by the Australian Conununications Authority (ACA) that the 
allocation of parts of the 70cm band for the Olynpic Radio Network was a temporary 
measure, the band is under serious threat. 
I he ACA has now told the WIA that it intends to allocate the 420-430MHz band to the 
Western Australian Police Service in the greater Perth area, which is expected to begin 
using that spectrum late this year. 
WLA Federal President, Peter Naish VK2BPN said, "Clearly the WLA sees any 
restriction to the access which the Amateur Service currently enjoys in the 70 cln band 
as a i ery serious matter. 
"There is concern that the WA Police Network may be only the first of a number of 
similar systems in other parts of Australia." 
Mr Naish said the 420-430MHz part of the band already contains a nwnber of Amateur 
Radio services in the Perth area including a television repeater and a nu~nber of fixed 
links. 
At present the 70 cm band is allocated on a Prinlary basis to the Departnlent of 
Defence with the Amateur Radio Service as a Secondary user. 
7 he WIA Federal President said, "It is likely that the Police network will be afforded 
Primary status and that there would a consequential impact on our use of this portion of 
the band." 
Mr Naish said that the ACA has invited the WIA to meet with then1 at an early date to 
consider the impact of this new network on the Amateur Service, so the WIA can put 
forward any adjustments that may be required to the Amateur Radio use of these 
fi equencies. 
lie said, "7he WIA will press the ACA for an outcome which plovides an acceptable 
arrangelnent and whuch ensures our continued and long tell11 usage of the 70 cnl band 
nationally. 
"The WIAIACA Liaison Colnnlittee is preparing the WIA's position in readiness for 
the meetings with ACA in Canberra." 

Supplyed from WIA Victoria Division. 

-. 

NEW CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST 

NEXT MONTH WE WILL BE PRINTING A NEW CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST. 
IF YOU HAVE GOT A NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS, OR ANY OTHER DETAILS 
?HAT NEED CHANGING, THEN PLEASE SEND THE CORRECT 
INFORMATION TO LAN VK3BUF at iiackson@,netspace.net.au OR WRITE THE 
IIETAILS DOWN ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND BRlNG IT ALONG TO TI-IE 
AUGUST CLUB MEETING. 

spent at the busiest branches in Melbourne (City and Caulfield) so a lot of experience 
was gained in patient care in a short space of time. After a while though I had a 
hankering to work in the Control Room and that's where I ended up spending nearly 8 
years. After 12 years with the Metropolitan Ambulance Service and lnany happy 
memories they privatised (or were about too) the conuns department and being a Inan 
of principle (I didn't agree with them then or now!!!) I decided to try my hand at my 
own business for a while. 

Four years in the General Store at Nar Nar Goon were good; the next 2.5 years were 
terrible. I have come to the co~~clusion that I am not tough enough to be a good 
businessman but life is full of challenges. I have now gone back to work for the private 
ambulance colnpany (Patient Transit Care) doing non emergency transport. Did my 
first shift the other day and it felt like I had never left ambulance work. 

i have always been interested in electronics, always been a bit of a fiddler, now 1 am 
starting to learn a lot having joined GGREC, I have interests in computers, 
photography and being with nly wife (married for nearly 15 years) and little girl (she is 
6 going on 16). 

Well that's a short history of my life, a lot else has happened, some good some bad but 
now you kr~ow a bit more about me tl~an when you started! 

Who an1 I????? Andrew VK3HFA and tny wife is Angela and little girl Rebekah. 

A SIGN OF THE TIMES 

In a cemetery 
PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING FLOWERS FROM ANY BUT 
THEIR OWN GRAVES. 

1 Nairobi restaurant 
CUSTOMERS WHO FIND OUR WAITRESSES RUDE OUGHT TO SEE THE 
MANAGER. 

On the grounds of a private school 
NO TRESPASSING WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

Tokyo hotel's rules and regulations 
GUESTS ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SMOKE OR DO OTHER DISGUSTING 
BEHAVIOLJRS IN BED. 



WHO AM I????????? 

Thought we might start the ball rolling with a bit of background on club members. We 
meet and we don't ofien know too much about the people we are talking too. So this is 
a bit of a challenge working out who the person is, don't be surprised if you get asked 
to contribute next month!!!!!!! 

Who arn I? A lot of people have asked that question of me, not always in polite terms I 
hasten to add. I was born in Footscray on the 22"d of January 1957, this was when 
Footscray was just that and well before i t  was immortaliseti by Franco Cozzo and 
became Footiscray. I spent the first few years of my life in ignorant bliss (i.e. I cant 
remember a thing about it!) living in Seddon. We shifted to Airport West when I was 5 
(spending a couple of months at an Aunties place whilst our house was built .... Aunty 
Win couldlcan really talk so I guess we were glad to move in to our own home). I cant 
remember Kindergarten at all but years later I did run into a young man who I had 
apparently been to kindergarten with so I guess that it really is a small world. 

Airport West was a growing suburb at the time, pretty much on the main runway path 
uC Bssenriun Airpurt, Tuiiarr~arirle iracirl't overt Leo11 i'nuugi~i uC yet. Luis UC pacidociis 
for a young fella to explore, lots of grass fires to be scared of in summer too. Our 
house eventually backed on to the footy oval so I spent a lot of time there. I was more 
your umpire type rather than a player so that's what I tended to end up doing. My early 
years of schooling were at Parklands Primary and pretty much a straight A student in 
grades 4-6. All except writing wlnch still is one ot my greatest fa~lures, thank goodness 
they invented computers, people can now understand most of what I write!!!!! 
Secondary schooling was at Niddrie I-iigh and whilst I was pretty good at school I 
tended to be lazy and my later results weren't as good as earlier on. I did manage to get 
my matriculation, how I don't know really! My parents were separated and later 
divorced in my final year of High School. I was accepted to the Australian National 
University on an early scholarship to study econon~ics, I decided that wasn't for me 
and went to work in a bank for a while. Which bank you may well ask!!! 

Couldn't see myself as a banker for very long, handling other people's money was not 
my idea of fim. So when an offer came to do some house painting for a while I left!!! 
That didn't work out either so I tried to sell insurance, not much of a conman 1 am 
afraid so that lasted 6 months. In the meantime I had various abodes at Moonee Ponds, - 
cast Keiior and back with mum in Cambenveii for a bvhiie. From here i went ro work 
in the Casualty Department of the Alfi-ed Hospital which was certainly a change from 
anything I had experienced in my life till then!!!! Gangs pulling guns in the waiting 
room, bottles ot med~cine !lying past my head, psych patients being sat on so they 
could be restrained, nutters chasing nursing staff around the ward, transvestites 
showing their recently acquired "boob" jobs, my it was a lot of fun!!!! I-Iaving 
experienced that I decided 1 \vould join the Ambulance Service and was lucky to get in 
on the first try. So started 12 years of interesting and varied work. My early time was 

W H E N  one hears about a n  elec. 
tronic brain, the imaginatiol: 

conjures up visions of thousands of 
vacuum tubes and water-cooled , power supplies which accupy whole 
buildines Clearly such instruments 
cannot be .used in aircraft. or othei- 
mobile equiprrimt, on!y in ctatio.lal's 
applications. 

Or1 the  other hand, ct.?sent day 
supcrsor!lc flyrng presents problems 
which can only be solvrd in  sul-  
ficicnt time by electronic computers 

A new all-lrsnsist?r co!nputer dc- 
 eloped for the  US Air ,Force !IY the  
Ee lal-orktories occ1.lplee less tha ;~  
3 cubic feet of space and needs only 
about 100 watts of power for its 
operation. It  is thus ideally suited for  
installation in high-speed aircraft  
Besides, the innaft: ruggedness of the  
transistors makes these units almost 
impervious to  shock and vibration. 
two of the main enemies of elec- 
tronic equipment. 

Called "Tradic". the inslrum::nt 

elecfronic brain 
uses about 800 transistors ant1 11,000 
germanium diodes., 

Tradic 1s capable of performing 
60,000 :~diiitions or .;~.;l:tractions, or 
3000 multiplications or divisions per 
aecc.nd. It  can hand;: 3 5  in:an:j a s  
13 16-digit numbers 7 t  tho  same time. 

Instructions are  gi\,en to Tradic 
in the form of plug-in units, and the 
answers, mainly to trigonometric 
problems, are displayed on a CRO 
screen in the form of clqts and geo- 
metrical ~ a t t e r n s .  

The instruction unit? are  adjusted 
to the problems antict1:ated during 
the flight by means of crosr-con- 
necting leads. Each of the instruc- 
tion units is then plugged into 
"Tradic" as required. 

T H E  fastest land vehicle today is 
a rocket-propelled sled a t  the  

Edwards Air Force base in Califor- 
nia, USA. I t  can travel 1100 miles 
per hour. 

o Dialling d telephone 

number may soon 
I- >Id tash~oned in 
I US. .  . . instead 
you'll rimply press 

buttons1 4 p a r t  f rom 
being laster than 
dialling the new sys- 
tem will result in 
fewer wrong numb- 
ers, the telephone 
companies say. The 
new-style telephone 
-pictured here-is 
beinq tr ied out in 
d number o f  towns 
and cities across 

the country. 

.ht.G. offic'ials hope mirrors will stop 
people doodling on the walls of 

1 telephone boxes. 
I They have lined the interior of several 
I telephone boxes with mirrors in ths hope 
1 i t  will frustrate the scribblers. 

The "new look" phone boxes are being 
I rried in Brisbane and the Qk~sensland 
1 Gold Coast. 

' - . ., 1 Po,, Ofice officials will consider the 
I resulrs of the trial within the next few ; weeks. 

So far, postal officials have used many 
! tricks to stop the doodlers. 
1 Now they think the doodlsrs-especi-  
1 aly the women-will be so busy looking 

at themselves they won't have time to 
I . - - ? L L l -  

io. T*levtrran & Habboer, May.  1959 I 
I 
i 



JOKES 
This fanner has about 200 hens but no rooster, and he wants chicks. So he goes down 
the road to his neighbour and asks if he has a rooster that he'd sell. 

The neighbour sells him a Beat rooster named Kenny that was guaranteed to service 
every chicken the farmer owned. The fanner takes Kenny home and sets him down in 
the barnyard, first giving the rooster a pep talk. 

"I want you to pace yourself now. You've got a lot of chickens to service here, and you 
cost me a lot of money." Consequently, I'll need you to do a good job. So, take your 
time and have some f i n "  the farmer said, with a chuckle. 

-- -- 

Kenny seemed to understand, so the farmer pointed toward the hen house and Kenny 
took off like a shot. WEAM! Kenny nails every hen in the hen l~ouse-three or four 
times and the farmer is shocked. After that the farmer hears a commotion in the duck 
pen. Sure enough, Kenny is in there. Later, the farmer sees Kenny after a flock of 
geese down by the lake. Once again - WHAM! He gets all the geese. 

By sunset he sees Kenny out in the fields chasing quail and pheasant. The farmer is 
distraught and wor-sied that his expensive prize rooster won't even last 24 hours. 

Sure enough, the fanner goes to bed and wakes up the next day to find Kenny on his 
back, stone cold in the middle of the yard. Buzzards are circling overhead. The farmer, 
saddened by the loss of such a colourfi~l and expensive bird, shakes his head and cries, 
"Oh, Kenny, 1 told you to pace yourself. I tried to get you to slow down. Now look 
what you've done to yourself." 

Kenny opens one eye, nods toward the buzzards circling in the sky and says, "Shhh - 
they're getting closer ..." 

This joke was sent in by Maria Harding 

Gory Details . . . 
OLYMPICS FILM 
This Friday night, at our August General Meeting, Mike VK3KTO we will be shorving us 
some colour footage of the 1956 Melbowne Olympic Games, in the Guide Hall after the 
Meeting. The film goes for about an hour, and includes footage of Dawn Fraser, Lorraine 
Crapp in the pool, John Landy ninning, Betty Cuthbert, medal presentations and sorne 
scenic shots of Melboume. Don't forget to invite all your fsiends and family for this 
fabulous film night. 

-- 
AQUAMUM VISIT 
o n  Saturday the 26Ih of August we will be visiting the Melboume Aquarium. We s h o ~ ~ l d  
meet at the Aquarium at 2pn1, on the comer of Queenswharf Road and K i n  Street 
Melboume. (Opposite the Casino) 
After the Aquarium we will be going to the German Club for dinner on Dandenong rd in 
Windsor. 

NOISE BRIDGE DEMO 
In an effort to understand how some of our Club equipment works, we are going to have a 
series of talks about how each piece of equipment is used. The first of these talks nil1 done 
by Ian VK3BUF all about the Noise Bridge, on Friday the 1 5Ih of Septenlber at thc (ieneral 
Meeting. 

PUB NIGHT 
On Friday the 22nd of September we will be having a Pub Night at the Pakenham Inn on the 
Princess Hwy in Pakenham. Bookings will be essential. More details at the next meeting. 

BENDIGO WEEKXND 
Next January, the Australia day holiday will be on a Friday, this will enable us to take 
advantage of a long weekend, and go to Bendigo. It will be "book your o\wn" 
accommodation, so don't leave i t  too late. If enough interest is shown at the next Club 
meeting we could do a group booking at the caravan park for powered and unpo\ve~.ed sites. 
Maria Harding has been investigating all sorts of interesting things to see and (lo, the 
weather in Janualy is usually pretty good so we should be able to get out and eujo), 
ourselves. 



JOKES 
Event Queue 

DAY DATE TIME DETAILS 
Fri 18lAug 8pm General Meeting and Film 
Sat 261Aug 2pm Aquarium Visit and Dinner 
Sun 27lAug 8pm 2 metre Net on 146.225 
Fri OIlSept 8pm Prac Night & An/  test for JOTA 
Fri 15ISept 8pm General meeting and Noise 

Bridge Demo. 
Fri 22lSept 7pm Pub Night at the Pakenham Inn 
Fri 0610ct 8pm Prac night 
Fri 2010ct 8pm General Meeting and prep for 

JOTA 
Sat 2 1 10ct A I I  D ~ ~ O T A ;  
Fri OYNov 8pm Prac Night and equipment 

calibration 
Fri 171Nov 8pm General Meeting and CPR 

Demo 
Sat 021Dec 12noon Xmas Party, venue to be 

announced. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT 
If you have been up to anything interesting o r  entertaining since our last meeting, then 

jot it down and let us read all about it. 

CLUB NET 
We are now running regularly scheduled Club Nets. on the Club 2 Metre frequency, 
146.225. The Nets are held on every 2nd and 4"' Sunday's of each month, starting at 8pm. 
Bruno VK3BFT is our net controller this month. The next net nights will be, Sunday the 
27Ih of August the loth of September and the 24"' of September. 

A big-city, California, lawyer went duck hunting in rural Texas. He shot and dropped 
a bird, but it fell into a fanner's field on the other side of a fence. 
As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and 
asked him what he was doing. The litigator responded, "I shot a duck and it fell into 
this field, and now I'm going to retrieve it." 
The old farnler replied, "Thus is my property, and you are not coming over here." 
The indignant lawyer said, "I am one of the best trial attorneys in the US and, if you 
don't let me get that duck, I'll sue you and take everything you own." 
The old farmer smiled and said, "Apparently, you don't know how we do things in 
Texas. We settle s111all disagreements like this with the Texas Three-Kick Rule." 
The lawyer asked, "What is the Texas Three-Kick Rule?" 
The Fallner replied, "Well, first I kick you three times and then you kick me three 
times, and so on, back and forth, until someone gives up." 
The attorney quickly thought about the proposed contest and decided that he could 
easily take the old codger. He agreed to abide by the local custom. 
The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and walked up to the city feller. 
His first kick planted the toe of his heavy work boot into the lawyer's groin and 
dropped him to his knees. His second kick nearly wiped the man's nose off his face. 
The barrister was flat on his belly when the farmer's third kick to a kidney nearly 
caused lGm to give up. 
The lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet and said, 
"Okay, you old coot! Now, it's 111y turn!" 
The old farmer smiled and said, "No, I give up. You can have the duck!" 

This joke was sent in by Maria ZIarding 

IBM decided to have some parts manufactured in Japan as a trial project. In the 
specifications, they set out that they will accept t h e e  defective parts per 10,000. 

When the delivery came in there was an accompanying letter. "We, Japanese people, 
had a hard time understanding North American business practices. But the three 
defective parts per 10,000 have been separately manufactured and have been included 
in the consignment. Hope this pleases you." 

l h i s  jolte was sent in by Russ White. 

GGREC INFO 
The GGREC has now got an entry in the City of Casey Community Directoly. You can find 
it at ~~~~v.casev.vic.~ov.au/con~~~~i~~~itv-directo~~. 



CAMP OUT IN NOVEMBEli President's Messaqe 
Kersy Clayton recently sent us a letter inviting all the meinbers of the G G E C  to a weekend 
calnp out on his 5 acre property at Daisy hill near Ma~yborough, on the 17"', 1 sth and 19'" of 
Novcmbes. 
I t  looks like it could be a fantastic weekend away for those of us with tents and caravans. 
The RACV sponsored Energy Breakthrough weekend occurs mid November each year and 
involves a Friday night carnival, various displays from schools on alternative energy ideas, 
and the highlight, a 24 hour race between dozens of hulnan powered vehicles and hybrid 
motorised vehicles. All these vehicles nlust be made, maintained and, with a team of 
participants, raced through the night for 24 hours. A spectacle of action, excitement and the 
occasio~lal drama. 
Other activities in the region include the Avoca wine~y district, the historical Maldon 
toivnship and many gold mining exhibits including the site of the "welcome stranger" 
nugget. (All witkin half an hours drive) 

If enougli people show interest in attending this weekend camp out , then a portable toilet 
and shower can be arranged and the cost shared anlong participating Club Members. 
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I 19 ARLEON CRES., 
CKANBOURNE VIC 3977 

Welcome to the August edition of GATEWAY. 

Having been interstate for the best part of the July, I would like to thank all 
the committee members for carrying on in my absence. 

My work required me to travel to Julia Creek near Mt Isa, Queensland. This 
was my first trip to this part of Australia and you soon realise the importance 
of radio to isolated areas. Because of the shifting black soil geology of this 
part of Queensland, burying communications cables is not a financially viable 
option. Here, everyone relies on radio communications. Mobile phones 
(town coverage only), CB radio, Satellite telephones and Digital Radio 
systems provide communications facilities for residential and business 
customers. Radio communications is not a hobby in these remote areas, it 
is an integral part of life and survival. See me at the GM if you would like to 
see some photos. 

JOTA is the next major activity for GGREC Club Members. As with our very 
successful Trash and Treasure day, this will be another opportunity to display 
our hobby to the public. More news at the GM. 

Further discussion about expanding our Amateur Radio facilities at the Guide 
Hall took place at the Committee meeting. We will need to examine new 
options and develop a new proposal to present to the Recreation Reserve 
Committee. 

Have a look at this month's Event Queue for the latest information on social 
events planned for the Club. With Daylight Saving starting a month earlier 
this year, there will be more hours in a day for you to enjoy yourself! 

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for their efforts in making this years 
Amateur Radio Trash and Treasure Sale a great success. 

73's from Bruno Tonizzo 
VK3BFT 

I 
- - . . - - - - 

gccornm@netspace.net.au 
\vw~v.netspace,net.au/-gccorn111 GRAHAM VK3KCS, 1 1 



f Gippsland Gate Radio and Eleetrooiar Club Ine. 
lncorporatioa Number A0016893M 

Club Meetings are heid on the third Friday of each month 
at the Cran- Girl Guide Hall in Grant Street. 

The meetings commence at 8:00 PM. 
Visitors are most welcome. 

Conunittee Members 1999/2000 
President BnmoTonizm W B F T  
Seaetary Andrew Cliokabemy W H F A  
Treasurer Mike I& W K T O  
Committeemember RusseIIWhite W M W R  
Committee member Hebut Inhoven VK3DHl 

Ma@m Editor& DiarnKJackson VIOHDI 
Printing and Dispatch Ph. (03) 9776 5000 

Club Station VK3BJA Located at the Guide Hall 
Club Repeater VK3RDD Freq. in 52575, out 53.575 Mhz 

Call in Freqs are HF on 28.325 Mhz, USB 
VHF on 146.225 Mhz, I34 and UHF on 438.850 Mltz, Fh44 

Visit our internel site at: 
http:llavoca.vicnet,net.a8/~ 

Current GGREC Inc members hi^ Fee Schedule 
Full Member $30.00, Pensioner Member $15.00 

Junior Member $15.00, Extra Family Member $10.00 
Fees due after each April Annual General Meeting. 

The deadline for submitting Gateway articles is EIGHT DAYS 
before each General Meeting. I 

Please direct magazine c o v n d e n c e  to 105 Franciscan avt Frankston 3199 
. Phone: 9776 5000 or Email ijackson@nttspace.net.au or Fax: 9776 5451 1 

\ All other Club correspondence to PO BOX 109% Crambourne 3977 1 

Gippslaed Gate Radio and Electronics Club I n c  
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Date:2117/00 Stut:2OOOhrs 
C h i m a n  : Bruno VK3BFT Minute Taker : Andrew VIOHFA 
Prewnt : As per a t t b  sbeet V i t o d G u d s  : Rex Wilson, Cliff, Stan, Jim 
Francis 
Apologies : Albert VIUBQO, Ron & Jenny 
Cormqomrinee mr~d : E m R C  N e w h e r ,  Nodxi% Mw&s Newsletter, 
FAMPARC News, Amateur Radio, Keny Clayton re : &end in November 
Cormqmrdtaee Out : Fax to City of Casey re: Community D i  

e Treasurers Rcport : Rctd by :Mike W K T O  Moved by : M e  VK3KTO 
Secolrded by : Helmut VIODHI Carrfed 
hamt : $782.00 Expcditare : $1446.25 Balrrnce : $5971.73 
N e w d s i g m s : W M N J  
awiotls Mimutts : Moved : Reg VK3UK Stcoded : Helmut W D H I  Carried 
Blwistst A r h g  : 
1. T b a n k s t o P e t a a a d P a t p a v e y f o r ~ w o r k o n e x a m s , ~ ~ ~ e n u e e t ~ .  
2. Power slqpples - spare parts available - cumnt sensing wire may need to be 

longer- 
3. NeJdexamon5/8/fK). 
4. Working Bee at the 6 Metre repeater went well, antenna maintenance and 

electronics dl serviced and reports have been good. 
5. Milleniwn D i m  : it was felt that the concept was good with some fine tuning 

&. 
4 Trash and Treasure : Helpers to put their names on a list to be circulated and other 

members to pay entry fee. Helpers need to be there by Sam. 

1. Melbourne Packet Radio club trash and treasure now on August 9 
@ 2. Anmou W H F A  wggestd th.1 an Eanb Leakage Detecticm Device be 

pllrchased by the club in some shape or form. Ian W B U F  suggested that w.e 
could modify ow current fused board. 

3. Andrew \WHFA to provide a CPR lecture on a fimrre meeting night. 
,4. 8-10 families indicated that they would be int-ed in taking up Keny VK3KFC 
' offer for a weekend trip to his block in NovemW T- i 

b 

Guest Speaker : Jim Francis spoke on rniltary remote controlled targetting systems. 
Next meeting : 1 8" August 2000 Meeting Closed : 2 1 10 hours. 
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