




EL PRESZDENTE' REPORT 

Its back to school and to work for most of us now and Christmas is 
being left behind for another 12 months. So it must be time to 
knuckle down and get some Club activities under way. I wrote in 
last month's mag about the Car Rally and the DP hunt and of course 
the Venus Bay trip so I wont go into these any more. Suffice to say 
that more details are in the mag elsewhere. 
PS A lot of work has gone into the Car Rally so please attend. 
Should be goocl fun. (IT IS NOT A RACE) 
The activities I refer to are the Prac. nights and other social outings. 
We (the Committee) are aware that more social 1 tecl~nical acth ities 
have been requested so we would like to act, but give us some ammo. 
Perhaps the shack visits could be re introduced, or the pub nights 
etc. Lets us know. 
I think the first of our prac nights went well. Now that the rack is 

set up, we can really get into the on site technical stuff and I think 
you'll enjoy what we have in store for you all. Stay tuned. More at 
the meeting and in the next mag. 
So111e of you are probably wontlering wlilrt happened to the results of 
tlle questionnaire that was t?lled in receatly. Dave has collated the 
results and we will be discussing tllem at the next meeting. 
The Club is another step closer to having its own computer. The 
Committee has agreed to purchase an 85MB IDE hard disk from 
Glenn VK3UGC who is letting us have it for $50.00. Very 
reasonable so thanks go to Glenn. We still need some RAM and a 
VGA screen, so keep it coming. 
A closing note: The AGM is only 2 months away. 

73 ..... DE VK3BQO ALBERT 

FOR SALE 
The Club has a mini tower (for want of a better description) for sale. It 
comprises a 25' (7.5m) length of 4" (100mm ) painted steel square tube 
with brackets welded to allow tilt over at the bottonl and clamp to a wall 
mount bracket. This has been left over from the 6M repeater project and 
is surplus to the Club's needs. The sale price is for Menibers $50.00 and 
for Non Members $70.00. First in best dressed. Contact the treasurer * 



EVENT QUEUE 
.................................................................... 
FRIDAY FEB 17 8 15pm CLUB MEETING Guest Speaker 

BRENDA EDMONDS VK3KT 
SATURDAY FEB 18 CLUB CAR RALLY 
WEDNESDAY FEB 22 FAMPARC RADIO COURSE Co~~unences 
.................................................................... 
FRIDAY MAR 3 8.15pm PRACTICAL NIGHT 
.t londq* ~tlur. 6 8. OOpnt Colnrnittee Meeting at l/.K3infFs 
SATURDAY MAR 1 1  GGREC WEEKEND AWAY 
SUNDAY MAR 12 at VENUS BAY 
MONDAY MAR 13 LABOUR DAY 
FRIDAY MAR 17 8.15pm CLUB MEETMG 
SAI'URDAY MAR 25 D F HUNT 
.................................................................... 
SAT IJRDAY APR 1 FAMPARC WHITE EI,EPHANT SALE 
FRIDAY APR 7 8.15pm PRACTICAL NIGHT 
7ir~sclm. . t 1 1  8. OOp~rt C'on~mittee h feetiirg nt 1 X-3 1 73s 
FRIDAY APR 21 8.15pm CLUB MEETING and A G M 
.................................................................... 

COMING EVENTS 
* ON SATURDAY THE 18th OF FEBRUARY WE WILL BE HAVING A CAR 
RALLY IT WILL START AT 9.30am AT THE PARK ON THE CORNER OF 
WEDGE ST AND PUTNEY ST DANDENONG MELWAY MAP REF 90 F9. 
THIS RALLY IS NOT A RACE BUT A TEST OF SKILL AND A PRIZE WILL 
BE AWARDED TO THE TEAM WITH THE BEST SCORE NOT TO THE TEAM 
WHO FINISHES FIRST. THE RALLY WILL GO FOR ABOUT 2 OR 3 HOURS, 
FINISHING WITH A B Y 0 BARBECUE OR PICNlC LUNCH. THERE WLLL 
BE A TOKEN PAYMENT OF $1.00 PER CAR TO COVER COSTS. 

* FAMPARC Amateur Radio Course 
This course commences on Wednesday 22nd of February 7 to 9.30pm. It will be 
held at St Leonard's College Patterson lakes. For further information contact 
FAMPARC Club President Peter Johnson. 03 772 8457. 



NEW CALLS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARION DIPROSE for successrull~ completing 
her exams and riow has the call VK3MPD. and PETER DIPROSE uho up graded 
to VK3KPD and DAVID RUSSELL finall! ache\ lng 111s goal. 1s non VK3XDR 

NEW MEMBER ? 

ON THE 7th OF FEBRUARY AT ABOUT 2 OCLOCK IN THE MORNING 
PAUL AND MELINDA ASH BECAME THE PROtJD PAREN'I'S O F  
BEAUTIFUL BOUNCING BABY BOY. GAVlN CtIRISTOPHER ASH HIS 
BIRTH WEIGHT WAS 3070 GRAMS or 6 POUNDS 12 OlJNCES 
GRANDPARENTS BOBBIE AND COLIN BISHOP COULDN'T BE HAPPIER 
CONGRATULATIONS 

WERRIBEE PARK 

ABOU'I' 12 PEOPLE TURNED UP. '10 ENJOY TtIE SIGHI'S AND SOUNDS. 
ON OUR AUS'TRALIA DAY CELEBRATION A'T WERRIBEE PARK, LAST 
MONTH. SOME TOURED THE MANSION OTHERS TOURED THE ANIMAL 
FARM AND SPECTACULAR ROSE GARDENS EVERY ONE AGREED THAT 
IT WAS VERY WORTH WHILE AND THEY ENTHUSIASTICALLY AWAIT A 
RETURN TRIP IN THE FUTURE 

J V FAX PROJECT 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED I N  FUKTHER DETAILS ABOUT 'THIS PROJECT 
INCLUDING WEATHER FAX AND SLOW SCAN 'I'V PLEASE BRING A 3.5 
INCH FLOPPY DISC TO THE FEBRUARY MEETING AND ALBER?' 
VK3BQO WILL COPY THE INFORMATION ONTO YOUR DISC 

NEW FEE INCREASES 

MOST OF US HAVE HEARD ABOUT 'THE NEW iNCREASES FOR 
AMATEUR LICENCES AND RENEWALS SOME PEOPLE HAVE WRITTEN 
LETTERS OF COMPLAINT TO THEIR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
AND YOU COULD TOO AT OUR FEBRUARY CLUB MEETING WE WILL, 
HAVE STANDARD LETTERS FOR YOU FROM THE W 1 A ALL, YOU HAVE 
TO DO IS TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND THE NAME OF YOUR LOCAL, 
MEMBER AND PUT IT IN AN ENVELOPE AND SEND I'l' IN 



VENUS BAY 
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND 

MARCH 11,12 & 13 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR A LABOUR DAY LONG 
WEEKEND AT VENUS BAY MARCH 11, 12 & 13. ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
SWIMMING. WALKS AND EVEN A FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 
COMPETITION TO SEE WHO CAN FIND THE MOST INTERESTING THING 
ON THE BEACH (It must be able to be brought back to camp for judging). THERE 
WILL ALSO BE A DINNER AT THE TARWIN LOWER HOTEL ON THE 
SATURDAY NIGHT AT 6pm LET US KNOW lF YOU ARE COMING TO THE 
DINNER SO THAT WE CAN BOOK AHEAD. FOR THOSE WISHING TO 
TRAVEL WITH OTHERS AS A GROUP. THE MEETING PLACE WILL BE AT 
THE TRUCK STOP OPPOSITE THE RACE COURSE ON THE STH GIPPSLANI) 
HIGHWAY IN CRANBOURNE MELWAYS REF 133 K6. THE RENDEZVOUS 
TIME FOR THOSE HEADING OFF ON FRIDAY NIGHT WILL BE 6.30pm AND 
ON SATURDAY MORNLNG IT WILL BE 9.00snl. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BOOK A SITE OR AN ON SITE VAN AT THE 
VENUS BAY CARAVAN PARK YOU CAN DO SO BY CALLING 056 63 7728. 

ON FRIDAY THE 17th OF FEBRUARY BRENDA 
EIIhIONDS VK3KT WILL BE COMING TO TALK TO US 
ABOUT THE EXAMINATION PROCESS, NOW AND IN 
THE FUTURE. BRENDA IS THE FEDERAL 
COORDINATOR OF EDUCATION FOR THE WIA 
AND AFTER HER TALK SHE WILL BE HAPPY TO 
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE ON THE 
SUBJECT. 
..................................................... 



Our next DF hunt shall bc oti SAT. MARCH 2 5 .  you will need to be ready! 

Make your dipole. 
Pick your partner (with another car). 
Give your corilpass a spit and polish. (Not too 111ucli spit) 
Read tlie rules. (March Gatewaq) 
Practice, Practice, Practise. 

It will be held arourid the Morriirigton Peninsula area (Not too far awa!). Rernenibet 
that this is a STA'TIC eaent. that is. !ou don't Actually have to d r h e  nit11 at1 antenna 
out of the windo~v. It will finish will1 a B Y 0  EVERYTHING BBQ a1 the elid 

I 
- 

WIN FABULOUS PRlZES WOR'I'H A'I' LEAST $5 

We are changing the rules a bit to permit fot-rvard gain. Yes now jou can add an 
oltl coat lianger to your dipole and turn it into a two eletner~t beam. 

To make SURE that you will be ready, we will spend sorile tinle on the MARCH 
PRAC. NIGHT at the Guide Hall to check out your antenna. 

,/ 

700 OHM 
TV RIBBON 

Add grotty old hit of 
coat llar~gcr fur a 
refledor, here. 

I . Allacl~ 1M ul 50 ollnt 3 R O  mm 
'-- mnx from hnlt~n to 

2 metre rig 

Accider~lally hit your 
over, herc. t l~urr~b with ltatr~fr~er, 

Hulding l ~ a ~ ~ d l e  4- I here 



AUSTRALIA DAY 1996 
..................................................................... 

NOW is the time to start thinking about next years Australia day weekend. "Hey" 
5011 sa!. "its only February and there is almost a whole )ear to go" Your right 01 
course BUT. this time we are going to go to COROWA for a LONG WEEKEND. 

In 1996 Australia day will be on a FRIDAY making this one of the few years were 
we nil1 be able to enjoy an Australia Day Long Weekend. 

Corona township will be going to great lengths to entertain as many people as 
the! possibl! can on this special neekend. 

There nill be so many different kinds of bands playing that you wont be able to 
count them all. There will also be a grand parade down the main street that's bigger 
than r~~oornba There are craft markets. fetes, dancing in the streets. and I haven't 
elen mentioned our own Club activities, including a river regatta followed by a 
Barbecue lunch, there's a fantastic "Discover Corowa" competition wit11 a prize for 
the i~inner. and we will also be booking a great night out at one of the many Clubs in 
Corona. by the 1% ay . YES they all have pokies. 

*NOW is the time to book this fabulous weekend. A price list of sites. on site 
\ans. cabins and self contained units will be available at the February meeting. The 
Club nill arrange bookings for powered and unpowered sites only. If you prefer 
other acco~tln~odation you must book it yourself now, mithout delay, because such 
acconln~odation nil1 soon be booked solid and late corners will  miss out. You can 
phone the Corov a Caravan Park on C X  r i 5 1 ( , \ it  L t  
..................................................................... 



BORROWING OF CLUB EQUIPMENT 

The Club has sonic i t e r~~s  of test ecjuipment available for loan to metnbers. 

These itelns arc: 
500 Mh7 Frequency coulitcr 
1-150 Mliz RF Noise bridge (For testing antenna inipedance) 
5pF-100uF Digital Capacitance Meter 
Coax strip & crimp tools. (Part of coax kit) 

These items are available for loan at Club meetings for one n~onth. Contact a 
comrnittee rnernber at one of the tneetitigs. 

NOTES ON CONDITIONS GOVERNING EQUIPMENT LOANS 
We actively encourage the use of this equipment. We would also like to state plainl! 
that as long as these itellis are in tlieir possession, i\4e~r~ber:r ~tdll he linhle to er?.c.rrre 
Ilieir replacement it? tile event c?J'tl?efI o ~ '  iotnl 1os.s. We carry no insurance for this 
gear arid encourage members to treat it as they 15.ould tlieir own. We are not as 
concerl~ed about siniple f;rult conditions ;is tlicsc can always be rectified. 
Il'l~en n nzenrber collects tlie equipmeni there is nn inrplicii obligation /o he 11,1iolI\ 
responsible for its security ar7d its return to the ('1ubroo111,for the next nleetirrg. 

F A M P A R C  

WHITE 
ELEPHANT 

SALE 

April 1st 
St Pauls Angllcain Church Hall 

Corner of Bay 8 High St 
Frankston, Melways 102C3. 

Buyer Entry at 10 AM. Cost $3  

Vendor Cost - $10 per Table. $5 per 1/2 Table 
Vendor entry from 8 AM 

Table Bookings : Keith VK3ENR on (059)786 831 
I 

or Peter VK3CPJ on 772 8457 1 

Frankston And Mornlngton Peninsula Amateur Radio Club 






