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GIPPSLAND BATE RADLO AMD ELECTROMICS CLUB

COAMITTEE REMBERS 1987/68

PresiO@Rl. . .ososrcsossnssososnncsronsos Kerry Clayton WKIKFC #
SeCretary.scesessss veeeaes Ceesssennrosensss lan Buczak VK3IKGE
[F@ASUT@T v oonssscosossccosnsss seseas JAlbert Hubbara VKIBRO
REBDEOT . cosocvcssass wessosssesns tessases Dave Caspbell VK3IIRF
[T 1Y enecss cssesavssans .....Peter vat VK3KCE #

om0TE: Both Kerry Clayton and Peter Vat are available to
fulfi)l the functioas of Club President.

Club Cosponent Oificer & Test Equipsent Library:
Alvert vKIBGO

Hagazine Editorial:
fan Jackson VK3BUF (contact oa 7897339)

Ciuo seetings held at the st Dakwood Park scout hall 1n
Heyiagton Crescent, Mople Park Morth. Heetings coséence on the
Tnird Friday of each sonth at 8:00 pe.

Club Statioe: VKIBJA Located at the scout nall.
Postal adoress: P.0.Box 98 Danaenong 373
pebsaadoeeetbRisnile

ALL VISITORS WELCOAE
geaetesedisEsRenete



FRESIDENTS REFORT - AFRIL 88

Good news'!' We are now the holders of a 6M
repeater license, the Callsign VK3IRDD is now oféi-—
cial. For those who don’t know , RDD stands for
Repeater Dandenong District. Make sure you order

your crystals for TX on 52.575 and RY on 53.575.
The Annual General Meeting is on This Friday,

the 15th of April, sp come along and elect the
people you want to run the Club for the next twelve
months. Those wishing to go the Mt. Gambier for

the convention o June 11,122,127 had better say SO
now while we can book accommodation.

73 Kerry VK3KFC

“"GATEWAY HISTORY™ March 1978
President was : John Watkins VHIEW
Treasurers was: Dave Game VKIBJIV
Secretary was: Marj Jeffery

Club nets on 80BM, 18M and 2M.
Novice class starts in June for the October exam.
Coming events include a talk and slide night by an

amateur just returned from Antarctica. The Club
purchased a Gestetner duplicator. An article about
America’s woodpecker. An article on secondary sSur -~

veillance radar. Fees for 1978 are $8.80 per adult
and $4 for juniors.



ANROTHER STEP FORWARD
Anotner i1nteresting month has passed s1lice the last

edition of Gateway- As was 1ndicated 1n  the
Fresidents report, we now hold a &6M repeater 1a-—
Cense. There 15 still a fair amount of work to b

done on this project, but it 1s expected that we
shall be fully operational by midyear.

COLLECTING PARTS FOR n0iw. BREW COMPETITION

Dave VKIXMF 15 now a resident of Frankston, leaving
no grass growing petween his toes he has i1mmedl-—
ately launched himself into a home—brew project.
He will no doubt be (enthusiastically) assisted by
his new tenant, Phillip, VK3BHN. Accordingly, he
15 . how gathering &as many empty beer bottles as he
can find. (I must qualify this by saying that they
sust be clean and washed vigorously three tiaes
within 24 hrs of having been emptied of their
original contents.)

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Last Friday night, a bunch of GGREC members paid a
vislit to the Khang Mongoclian restaurant in
Frankston. 1t was an entertaining night, in par-—
¢t1cularly was tLhe spectacle of watching bits of
food at the bottom of Albert’s bowl successfully
evade the two sticks that were being thrust at.
thems. Eventually, perseverance gave way to the use
ot a fork. Next month we have a special venue for
the social night, the Sky High restaurant at the
top of Mount Dandenong. Moted for i1ts good food,
pleasant entertainment and VHF signal takeoff. It
may yet be postponed ta the se.owna [iday 1n May
pecause Of 1ts proximity to the horse trial date.
{To ve confirmed)

& BLAST FROM THE PAST
fndy VKIKLCS nas contributed a collection of ar-—

ticles extracted from early radio and hobby
magezines (Cifca 1947) the first of which appear
v this eadirtion of Gateway. 1t features an i1nter-—
esting perspective on the approach to the realms of
technology and 15 also gouod for a laugh. Keep

matching for them.



SOMETHING NEW, A REAL MAGAZINE ARTICLE

1 am currently compiling en article that
how things are measured, and thelr origins.
a collection of definitions, strange terms

features
it 18
and

ailts, many of which have been long forgotten like
vViolle’ s, Dersteds and Scruples. (Find them 1§ you
can'’ ‘14 reader= of this mag know of some 1nter—

esting and obscure terms, please pass them on.

World’s largest CRT monitor

With 4 soreen stze of Ykem
Mitsubishi engincers tound
that the carths magocuc fwld
(which vanes an strength and
intensity wath geographical po-
sthon ) sipibwanth dnverts the
clecttan beam away from iy
currect position on the phos-
phur

The engineers must there-
lore simulate the magnctic
ficld conditions at cach region
the montiors dre to be used and
nighe the accessan modihica-
uons. The first shipments of
maonttors sutable tor use in the
southern hemasphere are
eapecied 0 be avallable tor
sale by the end of this month.

The XCI7200 10 monior se-
rics can autotfuch fregquendies
from 15 0 31 5kHe thornzon-
taly and 40-73H:s verucaby.
The screens are cquipped with
a4 budt-in audio amphter and
loud speabers and can fun olf a

camiera, YCR. videodisk, tcle-
VISMUR FECCIVET OF culnpuiers.

The XCI720U i a mudule
type. supplhied without a cabi-
nct tor applications where the
montor wall be ncurporated
inle turnuture.

Joha Spence. manayger of
Electronies Components at
Mutsubishi says the XC3720 1
well suited tor use with intor-
mation senices such as ransit
terminals, sports stadia or
shopping malls.

The monors are already
being used by the London
Stock Eachange und the Bur-
caurn de Change at Singapore
Aarport. The XC3720 o PAL
compatible and the XC3710 1
tor NTC systems.

For turther intormation con-
tagt Mutsubishy Electnic, 73-75
Epping Road. North Ryde
2013.402) 8883777,

350 on information Card
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'HE “HAMS” ARE BACK AGAIN

L. S. STONE

Not long 2go 8 Government annowncernent was made
woling all wartime and National Security Regulations
overmng the operation of radic tramsmitting plames by ex-
erimenters. 1t was good news to the owners of e 3=
iental tramsmitters in back-rooms and backyard shacks
‘he radic amateurs (“hams” to the fraternity') are back on
e air 2gain 2iter sets that had been closed down since they
2d semt out their l1ast signals when war was declared in
839, The “hams™ sre wndeed back sgerm on the ar!

With the expert knowledge of radro and signals work,
cores of “hams  found 3 ready-made niche for themselves
2 the Services during the war, Every ALLF, A M.F, RN,
nd R.A.AF. Signals prit had its qoota of “hams ™ atteched.
“hev did sterling service mght through the six years of hos-
e, Msnv, ales, logged their final “Signing OF signal.
esving 8 “dead kev” behind them.

Radio “hams™ were to be picked up in the emall hoers
f 1he morming operzting on out of the way wave.lengths
rom every State ‘n the Commonwesith, New Gwinen, and
dizcent istande.  Bewides just morse transmissions. ambi-
;ous musical programmes and record vecrtals were fre-
fwently broadecast 'n @ manaer, and with 2 quality of trans-
miesron, that would bear comparson with professiomal sta-
tone.  Emthosustic Visteners logged them ss keenly as over-
reas short-wave hroadcasts: «t became 2 fad to collect these
VK-DX station identfication cards isswed by the expen-
menters.

"Hams™ pioneered the first all.night programmes, long
helore profesmonsls, sweh as 2UW (Sydnev), insugurated
such poblic services. [ you runed your sct to the remater
sectiong of the broadcast band back mn the 1930, you would
prck up 2 bunch of “ham  all-mahters. Outsranding was
VK-270 (Sydney). operated by hlind experimenter Frank
Bridgewster, which reached top standard of techmical ex-
cellence.

Despite his seeming dizbility. Bridgewster triwmphed
over 1t A Hrat<class radio mechanic, he operated a high-
voltage “ham~ stavon with amaring fecility and okill. A
team of sssistent nncuncers, with 8 gwest snnouncer oOF
two from Srdmey commerciz! brosdeasters often gave hm
s hanmd.

“Hams™ had even their own “networks.” Six rtations
in diferent Svdrey suburbe relayed the same programme..
“Hams" also heat the professionsls to direct-from-screen
tlking picture henadeasts frm Oty movie theatree. Mooy
sce “hams” Glled the post of ratkre operatorn. VR 2WR
snd VK 2NQ were operzted by projecuionists {rom the
Tara and Liberty theatres. from whence listeners were
aften reraled woth direct screen Rlm flagshes. The “hams™
were Sret again'

“The O'd Sea Coptain.” VI 2AJ's announcer, sttracted
manv listencrs with his mch and s2lty broguwe The voice
of awner-anncuncer VK JGR mirigued others as it was the
image of Sranley Holloway's "Oid Sasm” sketch.

“Night owle” meommacs, parties, tzxi drvers, switch.
board operators, norses. and all-mght workers tuned :nto
the “hams . were not slow to recogmse and sppreciate
their sererces m hrghtemng the “wee sma’ ~ hoours

1{ was not uncommon for “hame” to he Aonded wnth
‘phomne calls, letters, and te'egrams from ey, suhurhan, coun-
trv. interstate. New Zesland, and even the Islands.
VK RO created 3 recn~rd when seventv.cre letters snd »
radiephone call were recenved from New Zealand after
T miTetOn af g lvﬁ:?ﬂ programme to the Damumon,

Yeare hefore the war 3 Svilnmey professianal statinn’s
chiel engmeer was escortng 2 Japsnese naval officer. from
2 wisineg Japanese trarming shon. over s gt ioe, He
pornted ont 3 phote o 2 fan rudin Tham T he had often
crntacted over the ether The Jap offcer smilingly 3rd.
“Thar g sry mephew

Mention af “ham” aneratnre attached to movie theatres
88 mrarechometa recitle thee unree nendent. The ornjec
trontsts 21 3 Svdney ooty show ecre parrled he continnal
;ierfcrence noisee emanatng (rom the <creen, hut not

sriginsting from the &lm's sewad treck or projection 2.
paratus,

They were 3t their wits’ end 1o trace the tronble, which -
wes runng the screening. A navsl officer in the audience
came to their rescwe. [t had particularly arouvsed his atten-

ton when he was able to idemtify it 38 morse code. lts
origin was Snally run t© earth on 2 ship m the Hs T,
dot-dashing from its radic room. By a2 freak of . .ud

eraves the thestre's sownd equipment had picked wp the
morse broadcast and refayed 1t onto the screenl

A Sydney “ham™ was never allowed 1o live down the
fact that he once anncenced to a fellow “ham,™ "My statioe
is 8 lower ome tham yowrs~ Omitting the word “wave-
length” csused the damage, sericusly challenging the moral
tone of their statrone

Ancther “ham™ sadly learnt 2 bitter lesson owing to a
lzpse of memory. Hiz wile had & radio by her bedside 3o
she could listen to her husband'e after-midnight broadeasta
Somewhst of 8 gav Lotharo he received too many phone
calls {rom girl hstewners for his wife’'s pesce of mind. One
rang in the early hours while his strtion was on the air. A
racy conversation enswed for the best part of an howr. The
G.L. was bhsslully srowere he had his micraphone wide
open, 30 it 3lsn prcked wp the spicy confed, relaying it 1o
hundredes of intrgued and amused listeners. Flis foming
wle received the whole bemefit of it om her bedede radic.
A much chactened experimenter determined 10 be more dig-
creet with phone eslls in future—espectally when they were
from attracthive girle

Radio “ham statioms did everything in 2 professional
manner, even to leatemng poblicity offcers, glamour gl
pnnouncerettes, and vvnﬁc theme tunes. Kookahurra czlls
instantly identifed K ZNE: VK 2WR appropristely
opened op with “I'm A Night Owl™ closed with ST \We
Meet Again featered quarter howrly chiming clork time
signale.

The “hsms™ certzinly geve sa imprompts 61
aight radio lirtening.

o all-

& NEW WAY TO PLAY AN OLD ¢. E

“Stymie” o our old [riend, "Noughts and Crosses”
beowght up-to-date’ You can ezsily make ¢ fram a scrag
of 1in hosrd six inches sguace. and ten goll o638, fve each
of two o Terent enlovrn

Divide the board into nine equal squares &y spwing
shallow grenves scross the hoard ezch way n g3 'o make
mme Din. equares.  Drdl g hele in the centre of @ach enuare
just Targe encugh to insert & goll tec and apornximately §in.
deep.

The game ‘s plaved in the same manmer 33 Neuaghts
and Uredsce, Fach player hag Rve toea oof 3y deTerene rolaue
They msert 3 tee m one of the holes v tars and xlremplwlo
secnre three tees @ 3 stearght hine.
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SCIENCE QUlIZ

low well do you know the language and
tacis of Scwace and Mechaatcs? Here o an
cutentaining way (o test yourseil. Try to select
the single correct answer for each of ihe Rum-

bared questions below. Wnrite down (he letisr
currespoadlng Lo your JR8wer in each case—
thed compare your results with the Lat oa page
381. Add up your points (or the total score.

1. A good thing with which (o season meat
a{ the Jdimper table woukl be (&) potassium
Bydruaide. (b} cupper suiphals. (<) sodium
chioride; (4) bichloride of merculy.

2 Pouomyelitia v the medical name for (a)
bandening of the artenes. (b) influenza; (¢}
measies; (d) lnfanile paraiysis.

3. Carnivorous antmals (&) live ln caves: (b)
aal meal; (¢) bave four legs; (d) can cmb Wreesd.

4. Keen-edged tools, Lhe pochkel-knlves,
chuwels and plane-blades are sbarpened on (&) 8
touchstone; (b) & Rosstia slone; () a0 ousione;
1d) a keysione,

6. An escapement Lo (8) & gaui deitvery: (b)
the placs o a dam whars (De ¢XCess walel O¥er
dows; (¢} part of the dnv¥ing mechanwsm of &
clock ; (d) & steep bank

é. In an hustoric demonstruaion staged by
Ouwe von Gueriche of Magdeburg (wo (sams of
Lorses were ubable (0 puil apart (aj the Arst
(ron chaln ever made; (b) s Gordlan koot: ()
a pair of cloee-8Uing copper hemispherse trom
which the air had beon exbausied, (d) & car tyre
from its demouniable rim.

7 Runusanls ere (a)
Humania, (b} ssmediss for rheumalism;
sunnals ke the cow, (d) gipsiss.

tuhabitanta of
(e)

3. You sbouk! never (a) saw wood across
the grain; (b) touch an electnc ilght socxat when
standing 0 & bath Blled with water; (¢) lght
ihies clgareiles wilh cane match. (d4) put ail lo
the crank-case of & molor cur.

9. Luttnus paper ks (&) sensillsed paper for
making photographic pnnis. b)) modern sub-
slitule {or sandpaper: (¢) & parchmenc-lke paper
for covking vegetables. (d) Ueated paper used
for tesiing acida and alkans

10, fled corpuscles o vour olood (a) fight
gertud. (b) casTy oiygen [ruin tbe lungs o all
paris of (be Lody: (¢) clol the Llowd 10 2 wound!
d) cause artenal bleeding.

1i. Two poeves of machinery adjusied (o run

at exactly the same speed are said (o bave bewn
(a) syndicated. (b) ayncopated. {(c) syu-
chronised. {d) pasred. .

12. If your car won't rua. the (rouble may de
in the (a) spark arrester; (b) gasometer: (<)
ohmmeter. (d) Uansmutter; (e) carburettor. (f)
“B" baitery.

13. A Leyden jar i (a) a coontlawner f[or
vacuum-packed {oud. (b) prized vanety of pot-
tery: (¢ a recapiacie for Lgunl aur: (&) & device
{or storing elscincily.

14. What makes your feet Uy (0 use the
footboard as a Drake when someone aige l3 dnv-

1ng © (&) a coaditoned reflex: (b) deduclve
reasoning: (¢) an nferioniy complex. (d) ag
inhsbitson.

15. Plywood 18 (a) very fexidle wood that
can be bent doubls without breaking; (b) wouod
buiit up of several (icknesses and glued Co-
gether: (c) an exremely lght wood often used
for buldlog model ‘planes.

16. If ice~cubes {reeie together after you
have takea (bemn from the tray you can blame
it on (&) regehation, (b) convecuodn: (<) subl-
malion. (d) sheer cussednessd.

17. A French curve la {(a) & shape dlgcoversd
10 be accoualically pertect for violnse: (b} a dralt-
tng tool: (¢) a banked turn (o & road of radway!
(d) a form of graph sometimes used i Dusiness
statiatics.

- 13, Rapdly moving pieces of macotinery

appear 10 be standing stil when viewed wilh s
(a) stethoacope: (D) stroboscope; (¢) horoscope:
(d) bronchoscope

19. The radiator of a MoOIOr Cafr (&) keepsd
the occupanls wWaim W wiater. (L) Mmakes hs
cal easy (O siart 1a cold wealBel! (C) Deips
keep the engine {rom overheauing.

20. Wave traps are (a) machines {0 harmess
lhe puwer uf ses Wasen. (D) tunwd radlo crculs,
{¢) accedsones (Or a Wap drummer.
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